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The Association of Native Child and Family Services Agencies of Ontario endorses and 

adopts the findings and recommendations of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls.  In particular, the Association embraces the recommendations 

concerning child welfare. 

Our member agencies know all too well the trauma and legacy of harmful child welfare 

practices through generations.  We work every day to assist children, families, and 

communities to recover and to develop practices that will promote the long-term well-being 

of Indigenous children, families, and communities.  The Inquiry’s recommendations will 

further that work, for our members and throughout the country. 

The preservation of families and the honouring of relations is critical to the health and well-

being of our children.  The Inquiry’s recommendations note that the best interests of 

Indigenous children are best served if they are considered from and through an Indigenous 

perspective.  

The Inquiry drew a connection between girls and women’s experience of child welfare, as 

children and as mothers, and the grave and disproportionate numbers of missing and 

murdered.  Girls and women whose health and well-being are compromised by child welfare 

practices often cannot recover; rather than protection, child welfare creates risk and harm.   

Change is necessary if we are to recover from the current human rights crisis in Indigenous 

child welfare, and the loss of further lives prevented.  Doing nothing is not an option.  The 

recommendations of the Inquiry are an important part of that change and should be 

adopted by communities, agencies, and governments throughout Canada. 


