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The Independent First Nations (IFN) acknowledge and welcome the official 
release of "Reclaiming Power and Place", the Final Report of the National Inquiry 
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. 
 
We offer our support and compassion to all of the survivors and the families, 
whether or not you have participated in the National Inquiry. We honour you as 
the driving force behind the public awareness of this issue. We thank you for your 
efforts and your refusal to let your precious loved ones be forgotten. 
 
IFN participated as a party with standing in the National Inquiry because we 
consider its work to be of the utmost importance for our peoples. All of our 
communities have lost women, girls, or Two-Spirit people to violence. Each of 
them were precious to us. We have been working to understand, prevent, and 
heal from this violence through community-led initiatives for years. We shared 
some of our experiences, insights, and recommendations in our final 
submissions to the National Inquiry in December 2018.1  
 
Canada and the world must recognize what the National Inquiry has found: that 
these deaths are part of a genocide of Indigenous people across this country.  
 
This violence will only stop when Indigenous people get substantive equality and 
true self-determination, and when our women, girls, and Two-Spirit people enjoy 
the respect, power, and safety that are rightfully theirs. 
 
Achieving this will not be easy, but we know how to do it. The Final Report 
contains knowledge and recommendations that can help us. 
 
We echo the National Inquiry’s call for all governments in Canada to promptly 
develop a National Action Plan, and for an independent mechanism to report on 
the implementation of the National Inquiry’s Calls for Justice. The Action Plan 
should build on the recommendations of other important processes like the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission; center Indigenous peoples' understanding of our 
own needs; and shift more resources and power to the community level. 
 
The Independent First Nations commit to carefully reviewing the Final Report, 
and to developing our own action plan to ensure that we are doing what we can 
to honour and protect our women, girls, and Two-Spirit people, and to continuing 
our collective healing. We will do this with the knowledge that our cultures and 
our unconditional love for our people are our greatest tools in this struggle. 

                                            
1 https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/IFN-Final-Written-Submissio

n.pdf. 
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We call on our fellow Indigenous governments, communities, and organizations 
to join us in committing to doing whatever you can to make sure that this National 
Inquiry leads to real change. We can learn from one another and we will be 
stronger facing these challenges together. 
 
We call on all parts of Canadian society to treat the Final Report, and the lives of 
our women, girls and Two-Spirit people, with the respect they deserve. Read the 
Final Report in a spirit of openness and justice, learn from it, and make positive 
changes in whatever ways you can. 
 
To everyone who has made the National Inquiry and its Final Report possible, 
and to everyone who will now take on and continue the work of protecting our 
women, girls, and Two-Spirit people – and with them, our families, cultures, and 
communities – miigwetch. niá:wen, thank you. 


